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[Pillar Church minutes April 4, 1860, and Dosker's accounts, re ACVR being
insulted as bungler]
Dosker, p. 228
....There were political opponents who wished to prohibit the right, which every American pastor in
those days of unrest defended and employed as his sacred personal possession.
And the spirit of 1834 awakened again within Van Raalte.
He stood his ground to defend this right, and did so with all the fervor which was part of his fiery nature.
Van Raalte neither could or wanted to separate his faith from his political viewpoints, and he believed
that it was his calling, as pastor, to follow in the footsteps of the prophets and the great men in the
history of the church.
But his political opponents denied him that right, and a great bitterness arose in the hearts of some.
This embitterment escalated to such a degree that it became a consistory matter.
One member of the congregation had no scruples, in the presence of an elder, to call Van Raalte "a
bungler" [or a cheat].
This person wished to have the matter dealt with.
Van Raalte smiled and the consistory, wisely, decided to accept "the matter for information, arisen out
of the deep political happenings of the time in which Mr. X. and others involved themselves deeply."
[fn. First Reformed, 16 April 1860]
(Translation: Nella Kennedy, November 2020]

Pillar consistory minutes of 16 April 1860
Article 7
Brother Broek informs the meeting that Kommer Schaddelee had employed very scornful
[insulting] expressions and had not scrupled to call the pastor a bungler [or cheat]. It was
decided that, even given the inappropriateness of such behavior against the pastor, which was
even used in the presence of an elder, it seems advisable at the present to receive this as
information [the Dutch word is difficult to make out], because of the present political insults of
this person and a few others, so bitter, that it was thought that it could not be dealt with
fruitfully. The pastor and consistory would prefer not to be entangled in it.
[translation: Nella Kennedy, November 2020]

Page 133
Consistory Meeting of April 16, 1860
Absent: Labots, de Vries, Hekhuis.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes of the two previous meetings were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — Memberships received for Louwies Henry Streng and wife, and Roontje
Ellenderhout, nee de Boe; all from Grand Rapids, dated March 19, 1860.
ARTICLE 3 — The committee appointed for Rensing and Kamper reports that Rensing
persists in his refusal to accept the office for which he was called. In the case of Kamper,
his wife does have some objections, but it became clear that this was only for family
circumstances, and the matter was received for information.
ARTICLE 4 — Brother te Roller reports that the orphanage currently being uscd by the
parochial school needs repairs. This was assigned to the deacons.
ARTICLE 5 — Once again there was a discussion concerning* school of the
congregation, and it was decided that before the next cOnsistory meeting, there will be a
seeking voluntary pledges. This will indicate whether the
drivein-thFcbtigregation,
—,, , ,
necessary funds can be obtdiffeCaricirciegfrébIld be covered by having a certain sum
in the bank, bringing up annual interest. The elders were assigned to canvas the
congregation with a list for their pledges.
ARTICLE 6 — The deacons accept the responsibility to make the rounds for money to
help those who have suffered damage from fire.
ARTICLE 7 - Brother Broek informs the meeting that Kommer Schaddelee has used
very deflamatory expressions and had not refrained from accusing the pastor of being a
devious manipulator. It was decided that such conduct was unacceptable vis-à-vis the
pastor, especially since it was said to an elder. It was decided, for the time being, to
receive this for information, because the current question involving the police and this
person, as well as others, has been so bitter that there seems to be no purpose in pursuing
the matter, lest both the pastor and consistory should become involved in affairs where
they would rather not be.
ARTICLE 8 — There was a discussion concerning J. Warners and some others, who,
according to custom in some sections of the Netherlands,
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